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spirits restored to health and cheerfulness by the
healing, soothing power of water, pure air, good
food and kindly attention."
Without daring to doubt the sincerity of his
outburst, one can picture Keir Hardie, when the
thousands arrived, leaving hastily to find some
spot where he could be alone.
In London he preferred solitude to company,
He found it " more than irksome, it is demoralis-
ing, to live always under the necessity of having
to speak and to be spoken to, to smile and look
pleasant. Companionship is good, but solitude
is best." Language like that is used only by men
who have been driven in upon themselves.
All who bind themselves to a cause, and have
intellect enough to know how causes are
advanced, must be so driven. Hardie admired
Parnell ; admired him because he (like Hardie
himself) had a single-track mind ; admired the
character of a man who made himself hated,
would not yield ever to what were called cc the
decencies of public life," treated adversaries
of the Irish cause not as political opponents,
but as personal enemies. That was how a leader,
struggling to free a nation or a class, should
conduct himself, Hardie felt. He took this view,
and acted upon it. Already, before he was sent
to the House of Commons, he had earned un-
popularity among his own people by persistently
telling them the truth. Now he was to incur
abuse and detestation on a wider scale.
It was to be expected that the character of one